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Millions Have Been Contributed to
Society Pastor Russell Founded
and Money Is Still Pouring In

ASTOR RUSHELYL, s dead, but
his work of spreading his inter-
pretations of the Bible, which

i hm that the millennium was
osming in 1914, gomm en. And the
golden stream that hes poured inyear
aftergear from doners who thoroughly
balleve all that he taught and lke
hie comfortbale theology, which leaves
out bell, continues. Tha presses hum
ad the traocts flutter Sorth by the
million, carrying thoughts whioch In-
spire others and lead them alsn to be-
come converts and contributorw to
this unique system of disseminating
theclogical information.

There is another man at the head of
the arganimtion now and the city has
bean trying hard to prove that it t»
net a religlous organizatiom, but a
business concern, and thers has been
seme speculation as to what will be-
opme of the queer soclety which has
{t» headquarters on Columbia Helghts

~ In @rooklyn now that the man who

oremted it has gones. For although hiw
followers deny it, the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Soclety and the Peo-
ple’s Pulpit Association weare distinotly
Ruseell organizations, His boolks, his
tsaots, his se n#, his paper, hisple-
tuse were the things which gave life
te 4be movement. Heo has been char-
aolerizsed a8 & genius 1n organization,
the mainspring of ons of the oddest
osEmzunttiea that ever existed in this
CREATY.

There have been many things sald
about Pustor Rusesil and his societies,
s warfous business organizations,
whioch suggpestsd that they were en-
maged tn any purposa but the single
omd of making known the llteral teach-
inge of the Bible and preaching the
end of the present governments of
the world and the coming of the King-
dam of God. Thess criticisms have
madle Pastor Russell and his followera
whepping mad at times, so much so
that he was well acquainted with the
Iw oourts through varlous suits
brought by him and against him.

©On the other hand there is very lit-
tle really known about the conduct of
the poclety, Bave for the general
knowledge that the soclety professes to
recelve contributions that It may more
widely spread the Gospel and that it
claima to expend all its money in this
WAy, its affairs have been a confusing
and complex mystery. The three of-
floers 'who control the voting stock and
spend the money say they are ac-
oountable to no one except God, “The
financial connectlon between the varl-
ous societien seems to be somewhat
looss and arbitrary, and when various
officers have been questioned about It
they have shown lack of knowledge of
anything outside of thelr own depart-
ments,

That alr of secrecy and mystery
which formerly surrounded the Rethel
Home, as tha headquarters of the no-
clety at 122 and 121 Columhbia Helghla
» enlled, secms likely to be somewhat
dissdpated In the future, or at least the
new head of the soclety, J. ¥. Ruther-
ford, protexis that he has nothing to

cvonceal and that any one who wants
1o know anvihing about the workings

of the soclety has only to ask, But
Mr. Rutherford couldn't tell offhand
upproximately what amount the so-

clety recelved Inst year nor how much
it ﬂlvdﬁd- nor how much It costs to

7

run the Bethel Home, which houses
twenty famlilles and others who work
for the cause for §11 a month and
found. He referred his questioner to
the very slightly itemized statement in
the Watsh Tower, the soclety’s pub-
Heation.

The Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Boclety was founded on shirts. At
least that is the way in which Pastor
Russell mads the monsy with which
he launched his first venture in whole-
sale evangellsm by way of lectures
and the printed word. He was the son
of a man who had what Pastor Rus-
sel]l called & “gents furnishing store' in
Allegheny, Pa., and when he grew up
he quickly showed that so far as busi-
ness abllity was concerned he was the
superior of his father. He went into
business for himseIf, and the stores
multiplied and became five, and when
he retired from busineas, soon after
founding the Watch Tower SBoclety In
1884, he was worth $250,000.

While making a fortune from selling
shirts Pastor Russell—he was just
Charles Taze Russell then-—sat up
nights reading the Bible and occasion-
ally preaching toy a chosen few to
whom he expounded his bellefs. He
malntained that the Bible was the sub-
Ject of too much higher criticlsm and
that it was not really taught In the
way it should be. He proved to his
satisfaction and that of others that the
Greek “word for hell had not been
translated In its right sense, that it
meant grave or ending for those who
did evil, and that the Day of Resur-
rection was to be taken literally as &
time when the men of old would come
back to life and the prophets, the wise
men, would rule the world. Ha net
October, 1914, as the time when the
governments of the earth weuld be
overturned and the Kingdom of God
would come.

Hark! The rumbling in the nations,
Iron erumbling with the clay, .
Hark! What soundeth? 'Tis creation,

Groaning for a better day,

That was his conception of what
would happen in 1814, but it waa tol
be the birth of the millennium, His
followera now aay that his prediction
set the date a little too soon, but that
the war of Europe justifies him, and
that after the war will come revolution
among the nations of the eanth and
then the Kingdom of God.

However that may be, it is certain
that Pastor Russell's ideas attracted a
larga following, for after the W‘atc‘hl

Tower society was founded and he be- !

gan to evolve his ldea of the millennium
people flocked to his standard In such
a way that he began to branch out
into various lines of endeavor. He
founded a paper, the Watch Tower;
published his book, “Studies in the
Beriptures,” In slx  volumes, and
founded his Good Hopa Fund, which
brings In most of the contributions
from his followers. Then his ldeas
came faster and faster In “miracle
wheat," a cemetery company for the
poor, "angelaphones™ to carry sacred |
music into homes, & moving plcture o!]
“Creation,” a salve designed to heal
almost anything, a cancer cure, and
other things. But it is ¢laimed by the
soclety no profit comes In from mont
of these things, and what profit there
is ia devoted to the further spreading
of the Word,

Milllons of Aollare have been con-
tributed to the soclety, left to it In
wills In the form of cash or property
and galned from the sale of some of
these articles since it was orgamized,
The Good Hope Fund alone brings in
from $200,000 to $450,000.a year, the
loat mnd higheat figure being that for
1814, the soclety’'s banner year,

The receipis have never gons above
$600,000, according to Mr. Rutherford,
end have fallen as low as $160,000,:and
aften the soclety has been left with a
deficit at the end of the year. The
money has gone for the support of the
Bethel Home, has pald for the tremen-
d-onl.lmou%t of printing. done by _the
Wn. 00,000 pamphlets and cir-
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PASTOR. RUSSELL.

BLE ACTIVITIES OF UNUSUAL RELIGIOUS S

B
TABERNACLE
WHICH USED
TO HOLD THE

Hagle. A Government expert testified
that many wheats exceeded miracle
wheat in productiveness,

The great efMcacy of miracle wheat
was based on a prophecy of famine
which was to threaten the world In
1914, at the time when the Govern-
ments of the world were to be over-
thrown, and it was sald that miracle
wheat would not be destroved In the
cataclyem and might tide the owners
of It over the time of trial. Only $1,800
worth was sold, and then Pastor Rus-
=ell offered to refund the purchase
price to any one who might ask for It.

It was in this trial that the theory
| of Pastor Russell as to the origin of
much of the evil of this world was
|aired. He taught that ths fallen
angels were confined In the atmos-
| phere of the earth and that at times
| they tnok on the substance of mortal

—

men and made trouble for some people

PASTOR RUSSELL'S NEW YORK TEMPLE ON‘WEST ©5 ™ STREET.

culars were aent out last year—has
been used to make and exhibit the
pleture of "Creation,” and to support
the offices of the organigation in all
parts of the world, few of which are
sald to be self-supporting, and to puhe
lish Pastor Russell's sermons In news-
papsare.

When the ploture of "Creation” was
on the road 400 men were engaged In
showing it free of charge. Some of
them were membara of the soclety and
merely got thelr expenses, others had
to be pald. There are always about
600 colporteurs on the road selling
I'ustor Russell's books, which Mr.
Rutherford says are supplied to them
at cost price and which they msell at a
price sufMicient to pay thelr expenses
and give them a living.
sell “Brown's Wonder Balve."
there are travelling lecturera who lec-
ture for the love of it and get their
expenses pald, and the expenses don't
run very high.

This gives some alight idea of the
extent af the organization which was
bullt up by Pastor Ruasell in Pittaburg
and which he moved to Brooklyn in
1809. His success was due largely to
the personality of the man and his
manner of appealing to people so that
they hbelieved that through his Inter-
pretation of the Hible they had gained
greatly and that they could only repay
him by contributing money and help-
ing him to carry the message to
others.

Likewlse they |
Then |

‘lpro;mrﬂu willed or glven to the so-
clety were turned over to the Unlited
States Investment Company to be sold
and thelr proceeds turmed baock to the
| Watch Tower Soclety.

When Pastor Russell moved tu
Brooklyn Mr. Rutherford advised him
ythat the Watch Towar Soclety, n
Penoaylvania concern, would not be
ahle to hold real estate in this State,
and so the Peopla’'s Pulplt Assoclatinn
was formed. W. E. Van Amburgh.
| treasurer of the soclety, waas sent on
here and bought the old homa of
| Henry Ward Beechar, at 124 Columblu
| Helghta, in his name, and later it was
| turned over to the People's Pulpit As-
socintion.
| Then the old Tabsrnacle at 17 Hicks
street, which used to hold the overflow
from Plymouth Church when Beecher
|wns nt the helght of his renown, was
| purchased and renovated for the com-
| ing of Pastor Russell, The upper floor
| 18 used as & church and the lower part
| a8 & ehipping department for a small
| part of the books and pamphlets.

He opened his tabernacle and
| preached for two hours one Sunday
back in 1908, Dinner tickets were
glven away at the door, and all were
Invited after they eaten to come back
and hear the rest of the sermon. A
little later he hired the Academy of
Music and lectured there without
| thurging admission or taking up a
| eollection, Converta flocked to him and
| many of them went to llve at the

Pastor Russell was unilke most of | Hethel Home to help to carry on the
the evangelists who have come out of | hysiness of the noclely.

the Weat. Unllke Dowie, who arrived
here breathing fire and scorn for the
modern Babylon, Pastor Russsll was
an exponent of the kindly smile and
the gentle word that turneth away

The bullding next door, at 122 Colum- |

| bia Helghts, wis also added to the
home, and later a seven story bulld-
ing wan erecled on Furman astreet,
{ directly back of and connected with the

wrath, He had long flowing gray halr | home, This homa 18 not the least of

that Iater turned white, and a patri-

\the things which ahow the genlus

JOSEPH F.RUTHERFORD
THE INEW NEAD OF PASTOR
RUSSELL'S FOLUOWERS IN
ALL FARTS QFr THE WORLD,

y 10 refresh

|
organization ons of the officers of the

spelety  told Assistant  Corporation
'ounsel Druhan that the wireleas plant
wia erected by one of the workmen
nmiemnbery of the poclety for the children
tyr play with,

The organisation of
Tower Bihle and Tract Soclety Is
rather pecullar. It Is provided that
for every $10 contributed to it the con-
tributar shall get one voting share—
i{ he or she asks for it. When Pastor
Hussell was
over all his property, estimated at
about §300,000, to the soclety and re-
celved In return voting shares, It was
nlso provided that wien any one asked
for the Watoh Tower Journal and was

actually promised—only your genserous

the Watch,

In Pittsburg he turned

unable to pay for it he should be

desigmated as the Lord's poor, the
paper sent to him fres, and In return
(for the subscription A share was
turned over to Pastor Russell. Very
few outside of the ofMcers of the con-
cern. asked for shares, with the resuit
that in 1813 only about 48000 were
outstinding. Of these Pastor Russell
owned abowurt 46,000, 1,000 wers held by
contributors and ths remalinder by the
officers,

In this way the control of the so-
ciety was abaolutely in the hands of
Pastor Hussall. No Invitatlons were
sent out by mall te shareholders and
he announced that he dld not think it
necessary to do this because since he
controlled so absolutely the affairs of
the mociety It would be a waste of
money for other shareholders to come

{on and take part In the elections. If.| \iners, as the soclety's officers may | A
however, wvoting shares had besan deem advisable.” ld
ixsued to all who econtributed uwp to The receipta

1913 Pastor Russell's contrel woulid

lave vanished, for more than 2,000 -
000 had heen contributed, representing

200,000 shares. But they dldn't ask for |

| them, or hadn't up to that tlme,

on earth, Pastor Russell lald many of
his own tribulatione to these angels, He
had heen sued for divorce by his wife
the alimony was paid by his friends
in the soclety—and at one time there
| appeared In the Watch Tower a ref-
=ent to the soclely and one to be Kepl | yrance to the materislization of one of
the contributor’s recollec- | 1hose angels which had appeared In
tion. Mr. Rugherford, who is a l1a®W- | tha form of Pastor Russell to the wife
ver, sald recently that these pledges | ¢ o man tn Austealin.
were not contracts and could not be “At such & distance it |5 casy enough
enforced In any court of law. One of 1, prove an allbi—to prove that the
them for 1M2 has a foreword which | aditor was not there,” says the article,
reads: “But suppose the materialization in
f = . .« | 8ll of Its particulars had transpired in
‘TOUR ‘GOOD HOPES' FOR 1812: Brooklyn, or in the Bethel Home, or in

“The plan here proposed we desig- |any of the cities which the editor
nate ‘Good Hopes' because nothing is | visite In the preaching of the Gospel,
or ina Pullman sleeping car, In which
he travels—It Is easlly s=een that an
allbi might be very diMcult to prove In
such cases’

The most recent of the enterprises
of Pastor Russell to come
vestigation is the sale of Angalaphones,
which was chosen by Aselstant Cor-

liopes expressed, based upon your
futurs prospects as they now appear
to you. The plan proved not only mo
beneficial to the causs of truth, but
also 5o bleased to the hopers for some
yvears past, that we agaln commend
it to all as Bariptural and good. Those
who deslre to make use of this plan
can fill out both thess memoranda,
One should he kept for the refresh-
ment of your memory; the other mall

to show that the Watah Tower Soclety
was & business organtzation and sub-
Iject to taxation. This company wns
to us" joreanized by A. E. Ritchie, formerly

After reciting that the giver wishes Vice-preeident of the Watch Tower
fo help along the work of spreading | Soclety, and J. F. Cooks, under the 4i.
the tracts and studies in fogelgn lands, | rection they sald of the board of di-
he says he hopes to set aside a fund | rectors of the Watch Tower Soclety,
on the first day of each week to be which Is a Pennsylvanla Corporation
sent to the society, bok that the and doean't run the Bethel Home,
amount of it depends on the Lord's|
bouniy, and that he will endeavor to | whare parts of phonographs made are
contribute more than is specified In|assembled for shipment. The object of
the pledge. It then says: the sellers In to mpread sacred music

“My only oblect In specifying In | in homes and so they audvertised that
advance what I hope to he abla to do | they would mell the machines at cost
in this cause s to a&nable those In | until they were well known. They ad-
charge of the work of publishing and | mitted, however, that they were sold
clrenlating the tracts, &o., to form inl & slight profit, which was caten up
eatimates, lay plans, make contracts, (by running expensea. Many latters
&c., with some ldea of what I will try | "ame in to the Angelaphons Company
to do in the exercise of this my | with regard to religlous matters, and
highly appreciated privilege." lln ons of Its booklets they wrote:

It alno says: |

“Th comply with the United Slates
postal laws, all or any portion of my |
donation may ba applied as subscrip- ‘T H E BL I N
tion price of Watch Tower or People's
Pulpit sent to the Lord's poor or to KILTIE Is & rare alght In New

York. No matter how busy
the satrest he choosea for hia

from the Good anu'rntroll he may feel certain of being the
and other funda in 1008 were $139,068, | most consplcuous object in Its crowd
in 1910 about $169.234, In 1911 $200,767, But a big braw Highlander awinging
in 1014 §460,000 and Iast year $279,000. | Gown Fifth avenue the other day was

One of ths things which brought | quite unconscious of the attention he

|

Henry Ward Beecher's Old Home the
" Headquarters of Organization City
| Says Is Business Concern

|
|

‘and eells 1t to the honlk

under In-|ooet about 8 cantm

poration Counsel Druhan in his attempt | bites,

| tle, When he eits down he
It has a place at 184 Fulton etreet, |

MAN'S SM(

| different atory

| which

OVERFLOW
eZEies
CHURCH.
L

“Our buslness {s the munuf. r
Angelaphones and Angeluplione to
ords, yet we are loth to cast jnio ¢
wastebasket such enrnest  lngo
are important to the w
and to0 any one, Arriangement
therefors been effected with o 0
soclety whereby all such inguirios wil
have prompt and earcful
Any and sll Bible questions may now
be addressed to ua and same W ta
turned over immedintely to a comn
tee for personal reply.’

Ritchie sald that he answered tha
latters,

Another of their benefita tn !
ity is In the shape of & "canver «
which was not sold, but whi
sent out free to those who a
it. On the letter contalning tha 7
scription was the pledge:

“The undersigned salemnly and
cerely promises that he will 1
glve away free nor scll for wny prica
or consideration, direct or tndiee b o
information herein gommunated  fla
pledges the siume socrecy on *
of any and all who may Lhiave nnse ©
to do with the preparatio f thid
formulu, He Is at lherty, !
inform all sufferers  respectir
terms upon which they may ente
an agreement similar to this
abtaln the formuli fr

At the hottom of this letts
giving the formu'n, was a line
ing the sufferer how maone:
remitted o the soclety,

Then thera was “Browns W "r
Halve,"” the advantages of w! {
sore feet wan discovers|
the hook agenta of the =o-icis
soclety buys it wholesale a!

e

T eam s

arttantion

ngents Ty
cents. Then they sell 4+ Mr T
ford explained that na proo -
on this, as the pacling und
The tahal
salve box gives tha Infartnn!
it Is good for cornm. chihin
inflammation of
juries to all parta of the !}
Aores, nose hleed, sars thront
and the stings of insecis

Mr. Rutherford {s worthy
notica, He ia a tall Misan
erful frame. His head |s covers
seant, atraggling halr, and he w
old fashloned collar, which shos J
neck and about which 1s a hinoh -

the lurne

riay

out his long lees and pokes
In his trousers pockers
of pocketa which are in f
attitude that sugeests piotnres
frontler statesmen of long ag
A8 bland and courtenus w@a
predecossor in office

““We have rothing 1a crnce
any one” sald Mr. Ituthoers
In & spending concern, for e 1
of epreading n trua knowlodo
Blble, and for no othier purg
soever,”

" 1

VN
Ha' hay ¢
Uehting a elgar when 1 n
seemed 10 Know whijil | ow
for he actunlly answered nin

"1 muppose,' he gl
whether I really

the dark. You think |
smoke. But 1 da sep

L 1B (R

Pastor Russell's organization more no-

look

archal beard that made him look llke | Pustor Russell had, for he kept twenty
a prophet. He moothed the fears of families there without quarrelling.
people as to hell by telling them there| The married peopls live on one floor,
wasn't any, and that when the Lime the single men on another and the
of destruction came those who had|singls women on another, They rise
seen the light would be assured of a.!oarly and work as they please for §11
place In the Kingdom, which was to be ;a month and thelr food. They eat to-
on this earth. 'gother In & large diming hall and gen-
By the time he came to Brooklyn | erally exlst as one family. At 10:30
his enterprises had narrowed down to | they get the signal to go to bed, and
two, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract after that no one Is allowed In the
Hovlety and the United States Invest- | corridors except the watchman,
ment Company, the latter a holding| On the top of this bullding s a wire-
ocompany for dealing In real estate, It ] lean plant which has exclted the curios-
waa organized in 1896 to take over| ity of the peapla In the neighborhood.
properties that it was not thought ad- | At a recent hearing at which the city
visable to havey owned by a religious | attempted to show its right to tax the
organization, and from time to time | home as the propertjief a non-religious

The Watch Tower soclety (s still the
parent company of the Ruasell organ-
lzations, and It was at a meeting of
the shareholdera that J. H. Rutherford
was elected prealdent to suoceed Pastor

toriety and leas money than any of the
| contributions of his folldWwers was an
article about miracis wheat which ap-

This advised his readers that & man

Russoll, Tt was sald just hefore that | pag discovered n wheat which outdid
meeting that ¢he number of share- | 41i other wheata in productiveness, had
holders had ®so Increased In recent |

donated a small quantity of it to the
| Watch Tower, which could ba had at
$1 & pound, The Brooklvn Eagle ridi-
culed the clalms made for miracle

yeurs that Pastor Russell’'s control had
vinished but that there had been no
danger of his losing control while he

Hved. wheat and was sued for lihel by Pas-
Next to the organization of the! oy Russell, but after hearing the tes-
Watch Tower soclety the most Inter- | yimony of many growers of the wheat
mftlm{ featurq 1a tha Good Hopes | and going more deeply into the beliefn
Fund. To those who wish to con-|and activities of the members of the
tribute to this fund is sent two coples | society than any one had ever Eong be-
| of & pledge to contribute, one to belfore a verdict was returned for the

attracted. All eyes torned to
after him, but his own eyes saw noth-
{ing. Hes was one of the blind: from

| the battiefields of Europe. A man on |as vividly as vou do. Of ot
peared In the Watoh Tower In 1011, | one side and a woman on the other | {t and taste it aa yvou o

| guided his rapid steps.

eys, T mmolied for yeurs he
came blind, so 1 know fust ! o
looka and In my tnagination ! e 8

"'When vou smoke & olenr ve

| While mosat of the passersby stopped | it hetween two fingers, it

;In look after him probably very few
10! them notleed something which did

draw one man's comment. This was

the fact that the Scotchman was smok- | with the lighted end poi

Ing & clgarette,

“You know,” sald this man to his
companion, “it s the common bellef
that there I8 no pleasurs In smoking
in the dark. To enjoy a clgar or a
cigaretts yon muat be able to ses the
smolke.

“But a blind man once told me a

B I S '

end polnting outward from ¢

When 1 hold one I take

Hpa of my thumb and first 1w
n .

palm of my hand. In that w

the warmth of the coul nnid

WArm current of smole curln

tween my fingera.  Thar

iMusion; helps me to visoal

and the hlus spirals, Ehot

some time and try ft. You ind

it 80 bad as you think.'"




